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the charge that they impose false facts upon men,
which, though taken for truth by the Old and New
Testament writers, really invalidate the entire
Bible as the absolute truth of God.

The points of discussion regarding the facts and
the forces pertaining to an adequate and scientific
explanation of the strata as first formed, and then
violently disarranged as we now find them, would
require a volume of respectable size. I can, there-
fore, do no more than indicate the method by
which practical geology may be shown to be in
perfect harmony with the Mosaic record of the
creation and of the deluge ; and that it stands in
no need of such misdirected labors as have brought
both into confusion to the apprehension of multi-
tudes, and have needlessly given great advantage
to the enemies of the Bible. Whoever may write
such a volume or volumes will have the merit of
counteracting the unhappy influences to which I
have referred, and of securing the defeat of mod-
ern infidelity, with its ambitious scientists, upon
their own chosen ground of attack. Any one who
is tolerably well acquainted with practical ge-
ology, and with the sciences of chemistry and
natural history, can readily scatter this mischiev-
ous theory to the winds, and exhibit the first
facts of the Bible as the foundation of inspired
truth, unimpeached and unimpeachable by its
enemies. Something in this direction has been
well done by Professor Martyn Payne, in an
admirable work entitled "Physiology of the
Soul and Instinct as distinguished from Ma-
terialism," published by the Harpers. But this